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Independence Day Message

On this day, as we celebrate the 68" anniversary of our independence, we are proud of
the progress made towards safeguarding the freedom, sovereignty, territorial integrity of the
Nation and strengthening national reconciliation and economic and political rights of all our
citizens.

This occasion is of special significance because we commemorate the dawn of freedom
at a time coinciding with the taking of clear and resolute steps to firmly establish democracy
and good governance, the Rule of Law, and a truly meaningful parliamentary system; to
establish a long lasting and stable structure of good governance in keeping with the mandate
given by the people one year ago. We are resolved to continue on this path to create a socio-
political environment for all citizens to live securely without fear.

After achieving these, we have commenced a new drive for development, of which
much remains to be done. It is our belief that the strength of our freedom largely depends on
developing indigenous skills and knowledge, while zealously guarding the rich cultural and
social heritage of our past and move ahead to the victories of the future.

As we celebrate the gaining of Independence, today, we recognize our bounden duty to
give all honour and respect to the members of the Security Forces who made great sacrifices
to protect our sovereignty and territorial integrity in the battle against terrorism.

Our foreign policy of middle path, with a commitment to justice and humanity, has
won us friends in the international community who are ready to help us in our march towards

prosperity.

As we commemorate independence, let us dedicate ourselves to provide a truly ethical,
virtuous, wise and equitable service to all. Let us pledge to consolidate on peace and freedom
achieved and build this future for our land and people.
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